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Two previously unpublished letters with the correct version of a third. 

FROM JOHN GILBERT to JOHN GOULD 


C. T. FISHER 

Department of Vertebrate Zoology, Merseyside County Museums, Liverpool, England. 


ABSTRACT 

A file of correspondence, deposited in Liverpool City Libraries, England by the present Earl of Derby includes three letters from John 
Gilbert to John Gould; the existence of two of these has not previously been recorded. They consist mainly of descriptions of the Australian 
fauna of the 1840’s and include the first notes on the Moisy Scrub-bird, Atrichornis clamosus (Gould), and the Paradise Parrot, Psephotus 
pulcherrimus (Gould), derived from specimens which would later become the types of the species. Some corrections are provided to 
Wagstaffe and Rutherford’s (1955) transcription of the third letter, which describes the mammal fauna of Western Australia and some include 
the Pig-footed Bandicoot, Chaeropus ecaudatus. A resume of the life of John Gilbert is included, with new information on his family 
background in England. 


John Gilbert (1812-45) has always remained a 
shadowy character, his death occuring just at the time he 
was becoming known to the scientific world. Even the 
species named after him by John Gould (1804-81), (the 
Whistler, Pachycephala gilberti and the Rat Kangaroo, 
Potorous gilbertii) have been reduced to subspecies and 
synonym respectively. Very little is known about his 
background in England, despite A. H. Chisholm’s visit to 
England in 1938 (Chisholm 1940), during which he dis¬ 
covered several documents relating to Gilbert which were 
in the possession of Gould’s descendants. It was 
apparently Gould who advised Gilbert’s family of their 
son’s death because amongst the documents brought to 
light by Chisholm was a letter from John Gilbert’s father, 
William, acknowledging the news. This was sent from 
Acre Passage, Peascod Street, Windsor in 1846 but 
Chisholm could not find any mention of the family in the 
census returns for that period. However, when these 
returns were recently re-examined, the Berkshire Record 
Office found an entry for William, a carpenter aged 60 and 
his wife Ann, aged 61, still resident in Peascod Street in 
1851. Both were originally from Kent, William from 
Staplehurst and Ann from Headcom, just three miles 
away. Further research in the parish records of these two 
villages produced several individuals surnamed Gilbert 
but no account of either William or Ann. However, using 
the Mormon Genealogical Index, an entry was found for 
the baptism of John Gilbert at Clerkenwell, Central 
London in 1812, and so the year of his birth has finally 
been established. The day of his birth was already known 
because a stop which the Leichhardt Expedition made on 
March 14th 1845 was called “Gilbert’s Birthday Camp”, 
and this day and month agree with those recorded on his 
baptismal certificate. In 1812 his parents were living in the 
parish of Newington Butts, now part of the Elephant and 
Castle roundabout system in South London. 


John Gilbert was working as a taxidermist at the 
Zoological Society of London when he first met John 
Gould, who then employed him, at £100 per annum plus 
expenses, to accompany his expedition to Australia in 
1838. For five months the two men explored and 
collected in Tasmania, after which Gould was satisfied 
with the ability of his protege in the field and dispatched 
him, alone, on a collecting trip to Western Australia. 
Gilbert arrived in Fremantle in March, 1839 and he 
remained in this area for ten months, in the meantime 
shipping a substantial collection of specimens to 
England. In January 1840 Gilbert sailed to Sydney to 
rejoin Gould for the journey home, only to find that his 
employer had already left for England. Characteristically 
Gilbert turned this setback to his own advantage, travelling 
home via Port Essington and Timor, where he collected 
many species new to science. 

When Gilbert finally arrived back in England in Sep¬ 
tember 1841, Gould promptly commissioned him to 
return to Australia for a more detailed itinerary of collect¬ 
ing. By July 1842, he was again in Fremantle and it was 
during this second visit to Australia that the three letters to 
which this paper refers were written. Although the first two 
were sent from Perth their contents show that he had 
ranged much further afield, between Cape Leeuwin in the 
south and the Houtman Abrolhos Islands to the north of 
Perth. It was not until January 1844 that he left Western 
Australia for Sydney, where he remained for some time 
before setting off on a collecting trip to the Darling Downs 
region of Queensland, inland from Brisbane. It was from 
here that the third letter was written, shortly before Gilbert 
met the German botanist, Dr Ludwig Leichhardt. Leich¬ 
hardt was about to attempt an overland expedition from 
Brisbane to Port Essington and Gilbert eventually gained 
permission to join his party. 
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The expedition left the Darling Downs in September 
1844 and progressed northwards for the next nine 
months until reaching a point near Dunbar Creek, at the 
base of the York Peninsula. Here, on June 28th 1845, 
John Gilbert was killed with a spear during an Aboriginal 
attack. He was buried the following day in an unmarked 
grave but the remaining members of the expedition, who 
finally managed to reach Port Essington, carried with 
them his specimens and diaries and these eventually 
reached John Gould in England (Whittell 1954). 

In 1968 Liverpool City Libraries received for safekeep¬ 
ing a file of correspondence from Lord Derby’s estate at 
Knowsley Hall, on the outskirts of Liverpool. This consists 
mostly of a series of letters from John Gould to the 13th 
Earl of Derby, written between 1835 and the time of Lord 
Derby’s death in 1851. Three documents, however, were 
letters written to John Gould by John Gilbert while he was 
on his second collecting trip in Australia. Two of these are 
in Gilbert’s own hand, dated 2nd January 1843 and 18th 
April 1843; the third is a copy by Lord Derby of a letter 
dated 8th June 1844. Many of the animals which Gilbert 
collected were later sold by Gould to Lord Derby and so 
were included amongst approximately 20,000 specimens 
that he eventually left to the City of Liverpool. This bequest 
founded an institution originally called the Derby 


Museum, later the Liverpool Free Public Museum, but 
now known as Merseyside County Museums. It is apparent 
that Gould often forwarded Gilbert’s letters to Lord Derby 
so that the Earl could read descriptions from life of the 
specimens which he had purchased. Usually, before 
returning them, the Earl copied all such material into 
letterbooks (which are now in the Archives Department of 
Merseyside County Museums), extracts from which have 
been published by Wagstaffe and Rutherford (1955). For 
some reason the copy of the letter which Gilbert sent on 
8th June 1844 was made on separate notepaper and was 
then kept with the two originals, which lord Derby 
obviously omitted to return to Gould. The letter dated 18th 
April 1843 was copied into a letterbook and it was this 
version, with various errors of transliteration, which 
Wagstaffe and Rutherford published. 

Gilbert gave the letter dated 2nd January 1843 the 
number 7, but this number was mistakenly associated by 
Wagstaffe and Rutherford with the letterbook copy dated 
27th March 1843. The latter is obviously number 9, 
because it predates number 10 (18th April 1843) by less 
than a month. 

The contents of the three letters, in chronological order 
and with additional footnotes, are as follows: 


From original, Liverpool City Libraries accession number 920 DER(13) 1/67/6. 


No. 7. 
Dear Sir, 


Perth, Western Australia 
Jan. 2. 1843. 


Little better than two months since, I wrote you No. 6. which I trust you will duly receive; I therein stated I was on the 
eve of departure for King Georges Sound, as there mentioned I started from Perth the day following, taking in my way all 
the southern settlements remaining several days at each place and collecting largely of the different natural Productions; 
on arriving at Augusta, 1 was enabled to visit the small Islands off Cape Lewin, and was fortunate enough to find a species 
of Mutton-bird (1), and a very beautiful small species of Petrel, both species breeding; the latter bird I have no distinct 
remembrance of having before seen, it is rather larger than Thalassidroma Wilsonii, but instead of being sooty black as in 
all the species of the above genus I remember, the darker colour of the back wings and tail are all inclined to greyish, the 
whole of the under side is pure white, grey head and nape, and a white forehead, with a white stripe running down over and 
behind the eye, black around and beneath the eye, an ashy grey rump and a forked tail; the dimensions are, length,7 3/4- 
wing,6- tail,3- bill, 1- tarsi, 1 5/8- metatarsi, 1 1/2. This perhaps will enable you to make out the species if it is not a new one, 
I obtained many fine specimens and their eggs; they lay but a single egg, in a small hole varying from two to four feet in 
length, and form a [s] flooring a loose nest of the leaves 


of a species of Geranium growing abundantly on the island (2). The Mutton bird I am not certain of being a species, however 
I have obtained both specimens and eggs; on the way I killed two more species of bird totally new, the one a Petroica? with 
habits of Eopsaltria, is a light greyish above and white beneath. I have many fine specimens of it (3); the other bird, is 
another allied form of Dasyomis but having a totally different form of bill and quite devoid of bristles, it is about the size of 
the rough sketch 1 sent you, the whole of the upper side dark reddish brown, each feather from the nape downwards, wings 
and tail beautifully barred with zigzag bands of black, throat and sides of neck white, — black chest, while breast gradually 
becoming buff on the vent, the tail feathers are very broad, the legs are very robust, in fact the whole body of the bird, has 
the osteological characters carried out to extreme strength; this is without exception the loudest of the Western Australian 
songsters, I have yet heard. It inhabits the densest and rankest vegetation, on the sides of hills and thick swamp grass on 
the banks of small running streams or swamps, and is of all birds, the most difficult I have yet had to procure, it is in fact 
but a mere chance the seeing the bird at all, it runs with the utmost rapidity on the ground perfectly sheltered from view by 
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the overhanging vegetation, which renders it almost impossible to get a shot at it, for it is seldom indeed that it trusts to its 
wings for progression, when I first heard its extraordinary loud melodious note, I was perfectly convinced it proceeded from 
a bird never before seen by me, and I was tantalised still more, by watching and waiting in rain for hours together, in creep¬ 
ing quietly 

through the bush, 1 have frequently been as I imagined within a yard of the bird, while its loud but pleasing note fairly made 
my ears ring, and yet 1 could not see the creature, no bird in fact that I have yet met with has cost me so much time and 
patience, the result is, I have only obtained four specimens, two of which are only tolerable specimens, however they will 
be sufficiently perfect to enable you to figure, in each case 1 was only a few yards from the bird, and almost blew them to 
pieces, there is not the chance of measuring my distance, as it is impossible to see it beyond a yard or two; I have little doubt 
you will be well pleased with this second addition to this curious form, that this species as well as the other one, is in par¬ 
ticular districts abundant as the common Dasyornis, I am convinced, for when at Cape Lewin, I frequently heard all three 
birds singing at one and the same time within twenty yards of me yet could not obtain a sight of either (4), 1 have also 
obtained a species of Bittern, 1 think different from the larger of the two Port Essington species, I have two specimens, one 
obtained on the Harvey river, the other 1 purchased of a man who had shot it from the nest which contained four eggs, these 
I have (5). While at Augusta, I heard of the wreck of the Ocean Queen on the Abrolhos; and that it had been purchased by 
Capt. Scott of Fremantle, who was constantly sending up boats to bring down cargo and c. from there, thinking this was 
an excellent opportunity for visiting this interesting group, a chance that may never again offer, and knowing the deep 
interest you feel in all things from this part of the coast I resolved to return, and yesterday waited on Capt. Scott, who 
promised me every facility and a 

passage up in his boat, as they are likely to remain several days, 1 shall be enabled to collect all the productions, but I am 
exceedingly sorry 1 have no more time to prepare than a few hours, for I very much wished to send you a portion of my 
interesting collection, 1 doubt not you are as anxious to see it, immediately on my return I shall make up a package to leave 
by the first ship, since my arrival here no opportunity has offered of leaving this place even if 1 had been prepared to do so, 
I cannot of course venture to say when 1 may be able to leave, but 1 shall of course make it a point when I have been to the 
Sound to keep myself in readiness for the first vessel leaving for one of the Southern Colonies, excuse this hurried and short 
letter, the former one perhaps will be as faulty in being the other extreme, another vessel has arrived during last month 
direct from England and not a line or paper have I received, it certainly seems very extraordinary; No copy of your work is 
yet sold, and I am now very doubtful if any will, 

With best wishes and respects to all friends, wishing them all and yourself a happy new year 
Believe me d(ear) Sir 
Yours truly 
John Gilbert 

to J. Gould, Esq. 



and address to: 


The Royal Zoological Society of NSW is initiating 
a survey and study of Flying Foxes in NSW. 
Information is needed from all parts of the state. If 
you are interested either in helping with field observations 
or in the organization of the survey please send your name 


BAT WATCH Flying Fox Survey 


BAT WATCH, Royal Zoological Society of NSW, P. 0. Box 20, Mosman, NSW 2088 
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Notes: 

(1) Shearwater, Puffinus sp. 

(2) The description, apart from the forked tail, is of 
Pelagodroma marina (Latham), the White-faced Storm 
Petrel. An adult female and pullet of this species in the 
British Museum (Natural History) were collected by Gilbert 
at Cape Leeuwen in December 1842 (Salvin 1896). 

(3) This would be Eopsaltria georgiana (Quoy and 
Gaimard), the White-breasted Robin, which is confined to 
West Australia. 

(4) This is a description of Atrichornis clamosus 
(Gould), the Noisy Scrub-bird. On 3rd November 1842 
Gilbert and James Drummond, the botanist, were at 
Drakesbrook (near Wahroona) when they collected a 
specimen of this bird, which is probably the type (No. 
17692) held by the Academy of Natural Sciences at 
Philadelphia (Whittell 1942). Gilbert described the bird in 
his notebook, which is now in the Queensland Museum 
(Whittell 1951), but the account in his correspondence 
was never published by Gould (either in the type descrip¬ 
tion or in his “Birds of Australia”), perhaps because Lord 
Derby had retained this letter. 

(5) An immature male Ixobrychus flavicollis (Latham), 
Black Bittern, collected by Gilbert from the Harvey River 
on 27th December 1842, is in the collections of Mersey¬ 
side County Museums. 



From original, Liverpool City Libraries accession number 920 DER(13) 1/67/7: 

No. 10. Perth, Western Australia. 

April 18. 1843. 

Dear Sir, 

The “Success” by which vessel the mail was made up, has unfortunately been driven on shore in a strong north-east 
gale, and as it is uncertain when (if ever) she leaves this place again, there will be every probability, of this reaching you by 
the same post with my former letters Nos. 8 and 9. 

During the short time that has elapsed since posting No. 8.1 have added to my collection five new Animals, four of 
which are Kangaroos. one the Mar-nine, and a truly beautiful creature it is (1); the second is the little nail-tailed species, 
called by the Natives of the interior, Wau-ronq (2); the third is about the size of the Mar-nine, but having exceedingly long 
soft fur, of a silvery hue, with a short head and small ears, the Natives term it, Mor-da (3); the fourth is about the same size, 
but having a short coat of a grizzled character, having a somewhat lengthened head and large ears (4). But the fifth will 
astonish you all, it is a most extraordinary creature; 1 enclose a sketch, At first I thought it was identical with Mr Ogilby’s new 
form Chaeropus. and as far as the generic term applying to its peculiar character of fore-feet, this animal might be con¬ 
sidered as belonging to that genus, but on the other hand my specimen exhibits so many prominent characters, differing 
from Chaeropus. I consider it must prove altogether a totally new form; Mr Owen’s account of the Marsupials generally in 
the proceedings of the Zool:Soc: states that “ Chaeropus is in its digital characters anomalous and unique 

among the Marsupials” what then will this gentleman say and think, when he sees this curious creature, with such a singular 
hind foot, in addition to the two toed fore-feet, another great and striking difference is, that my animal has a tolerably 
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lengthened tail, while Chaeropus is described as being tail-less: 1 will now give you a short description of this second Austra¬ 
lian anomaly; from tip of nose to insertion of tail, (without making allowances for the stretched skin) 9 inches; tail, 3 1/2; 
from tip of nose to ear, 2 3/4; ear, 1 3/4; Judging from the general appearance of the skin, 1 should say it greatly resembles 
the Perameles laqotis (5) in its general form and attitudes; the snout is a good deal prolonged from the lower lip, and the 
muzzle altogether is very small, falling off from the prominent cheek bones, so suddenly, as to give it very much the bottle 
like form of Major Mitchells description of Chaeropus . I cannot ascertain its dentition without taking out the cranium, some 
of the teeth however I can make out, which are thus; incisors, 5-5/4-4; Canines, 1-1/0-0; several of the false molars appear 
to be very much divided, however this character of teeth, you must receive with doubt, as on closer inspection hereafter 
they may prove to be different, for when the specimen reaches you, the head will doubtless very soon be removed, to satisfy 
the longing anxiety of Mess Owen and Waterhouse; the ears are lengthened as in Perameles laqotis. at first they have the 
appearance of being naked, but on close examination they are found to be covered with very minute hairs; the general 
colour is a rich buff, with numerous hairs, black at their tips, intermixed, giving to the coat a somewhat greyish appearance, 
particularly on the lower part of the back, the under side is white; the fur is somewhat of a woolly character; the tail is 
tolerably 

well covered with hair, of a buffy colour, having a line of darker colour running down the entire length of the tail on the upper 
part, the hairs being much lengthened and nearly black at the extremity; it is pouched like the Perameles, viz, reversed, the 
legs are small and lengthened; the fore-feet having but two toes, each armed with a tolerably strong and somewhat hooked 
claw, near the base of the first phalangers [ sic ] on the inner side is a small external nail only, so small that it is almost hidden 
in the short fur, and had escaped the attention of the parties who brought it in; the hind-foot is still more singular, appearing 
at first view, as if only possessing a single toe, this is armed with a very strong short claw resembling that of the Kangaroo’s, 
but from the lower part of the tarsus on the outer side, is a small toe about a quarter of an inch in length having a small 
nail, and on the inner side, is the short toe with the double claw as in the Kangaroo’s and c. My specimen was brought from 
40 miles north-east of Northam, it was started in a white gum forest, and when pursued ran into a hollow stump, from which 
the Natives captured it; as these Natives were of the York district, they knew nothing of the Animal, but afterwards meeting 
with some of the tribes of the interior, found it was known to them, who admitted it was very rare; these Natives termed it, 
Boor-da (6). 

In No. 8.1 sent you a sketch of a beautiful little Didelphys like animal, which I have still alive, since then I have obtained 
a second specimen, (a skin.) which is a male, but wants the peculiar thickness of tail presented in the living specimen, the 
person from whom I obtained the skin assures me, he has caught several, but that, in neither case had it, the thick tail of 
my living one, 1 



The bilbyfrom Gould’s 1863 work “The Mammals 
of Australia" Volume I. Listed as Peragalea lagotis 
by Gould, the animal is now known as Macrotis 
lagotis. 
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have little doubt however of very soon obtaining more of this species (7), and I shall try my best endeavours to procure the 
Chaeropus, (I shall give it this term by way of distinction). In No. 8.1 stated to you the necessity of remaining here longer, 
and the new animals described in this fully bears out my former opinion; were you here, would not these last discoveries, 
stimulate you to further exertions; I think it would; at all events it has increased my desire of again visiting the interior, for 
in all probability while searching for these, I shall find others; how anxious you and your scientific friends will be to see my 
Chaeropus and c after the receipt of this, I can well imagine, but not more so than I shall be to send them by the very first 
opportunity. 

My Western Australian list of Mammals in my own collection, and others not yet obtained, but known to me, now com¬ 
prises forty-six distinct species, and from what I have gleaned from several persons, and the Natives, I have little doubt if I 
remain two or three months longer, 1 shall extend the list to near sixty species, what will Mr Gray say to this? it will perhaps 
astonish you, but I assure you I have good grounds for forming this conjecture (8). 

One little Animal 1 missed getting, it has been sent to Manchester, by a little enquiry among your friends there, you may 
probably learn something about it; it is a Phascogale nearly allied to P. penicillata but is very much smaller and has a good 
deal of red about the tail and c, it was sent from here by Dr Harris (9). 

Trusting this letter may afford you as much gratification in reading, as I feel in writing it, 


Believe me, D[ear]r Sir 
ever yours faithfully 
John Gilbert 


J. Gould. Esq. 


Notes: 


/Zfce tftui inteA&ited in 


(1) This is Lagostrophus fasciatus Peron and Lesueur, the Banded Hare 
Wallaby. 


ARACHNIDOLOGY? 

HERPETOLOGY? 


(2) Or Wurrung, Onychogalea lunata (Gould), the Crescent Nail-tailed 
Wallaby, which is now extinct. 


(3) This possibly refers to Setonix brachurus (Quoy and Gaimard), the 
Quokka. 



SPIDERS? 

AMPHIBIANS & REPTILES? 


(4) Although Gilbert had already collected specimens of Macropus 
eugenii (Desmarest), the Tammar, from the Houtman Abrolhos Islands, 
this description fits the mainland race which differs in several respects, 
such as shorter fur and longer ears. 


(5) = Macrotis lagobs (Reid), the Bilby. 



(6) This was not, in fact, a new form but an example of Chaeropus 
ecaudatus Ogilby, the Pig-footed Bandicoot and is probably the same 
specimen as that obtained from the Swan River and formerly in the collec¬ 
tions of Merseyside County Museums (No. D.260). 


(7) This must refer to one of the fat-tailed Dunnarts, probably Sminthop- 
sis crassicaudata (Gould). Gilbert collected the type on the Williams River, 
Western Australia and this is now in the British Museum (Natural History), 
according to Thomas (1888). Unfortunately neither letter No. 8 nor the 
sketch Gilbert enclosed have been preserved. 


Then you might be interested in seeing either or 
both of these topics as new sections of the RZS. 
If enough members are interested the Society 
will proceed with establishment of one or both 
of these sections. Please send your name 
and address to the Secretary (M. L. Augee) and 


(8) Many examples of the species referred to in this letter were sold to 
Lord Derby and thus later passed to Liverpool Free Public Museum. Some 
are still in the collections of Merseyside County Museums, despite exten¬ 
sive bomb damage to the Mammal Gallery in the Second World War 
(Fisher 1984). 


(9) This is a description of Phascogale calura Gould, the Red-tailed 
Phascogale. Gilbert subsequently collected the type specimen, an adult 
male, at the Williams River on the 13th June 1843; this is now in the British 
Museum (Natural History), according to Thomas (1888). 


indicate your interest. 
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From copy written by the 13th Earl of Derby, 27th November 1844, Liverpool City Libraries accession number 920 
DER(13) 1/67/11: 


Darling Downs 
June 8.1844. 


Dear Sir, 

Although I have not much to communicate in a general way, after so short a residence in this district, 1 nevertheless 
seize the present opportunity of writing you a few observations already hurridly made in this part of New South Wales, 
abounding, I have every reason to believe, in novelties of general interest, almost the first Bird shot is a totally new Parrot 
of the size and form of Platvcercus haematogaster (1) but without exception the most beautiful of the whole tribe I have 
ever yet seen in Australia; the mingling of the beautiful shades of green, is its most conspicuous and beautiful character. 
If you have not already honoured my poor name in your works, I know of no species that w[oul]d delight me more to see 
Gilberti attached to than this beautiful Bird, though the merit of first killing it belongs to C. Coxen, 1 herewith send you a 
description as near as possible from Werners Book of Colours, Form like Platvcercus haematogaster, length about 12 
inches, wing 5 1/4, tail 7 1/2, bill 1 1/2, tarsi 5/8; Irides dark brown; bill horn colour, blackish-grey at the base, legs and feet 
yellowish-brown. Band across the forehead about 1/2 an Inch in breadth scarlet, which, around the eyes, lores and cheeks 
fades into a pale brown yellow, mixing with the green beneath, crown of the head and nape blackish-brown, sides of the 
neck downwards to the shoulders verdigris green, with yellowish re¬ 
flections; back greyish brown, rump and upper tail coverts verditter blue; the longer coverts with a ban of black at their 
extreme tips, primaries and secondaries black, edged with bluish-green, shoulders with a spot of rich vermilion, under 
wing-coverts and edge of pinions verditter blue, two middle [tail] feathers at base olive brown gradually passing into 
greenish-blue to the tip with olive reflections, the 3 outer feathers having a narrow zigzag band of black at about half their 
lengths, then greenish-blue to the tip, the inner webs near the tips fading into white; throat and chest yellowish emerald 
green, each feather tipped with verditter blue, middle of the breast and sides verditter blue, abdomen and under coverts 
scarlet red. It is in habits truly a grass-eating Parrot, assembling in small families, and feeding in high grass, all the speci¬ 
mens I have killed have had their stomach crops fully distended with grass seeds exclusively (2). It may not be uninteresting 
to give you the following List of Species already observed in this district, viz: Grallina australis (3),- Artamus sordidus (4);- 
Creica gutturalis (5);- Hirundo neoxena (6);- Collocalia arborea (7);- Haliastur sphenura (8);- Ichthyaetus leucogaster (9);- 
Milvus Isurus (10);- Falco frontatus (11);- Accipiter torquatus (12);- Aquila fucosa (13);- Falco melanogenyz (14).- Alcyone 
azurea (15);- Perdix Australis (16);- Anthus Australis (17);- Columba spilonota (18); Geophaps scripta (19);- Aegotheles 
Novae Holl. (20);- Ardea Pacifeina (21);- Grus Antigone (22);- Otis Australis (23);- Petroica tricolor (24);- Pet. Goodenovii 
(25);- Grauculus mentalis (26);- Platycercus eximius (27);- Platy: palliceps (28);- Strix Cyclops (29);- Astur Nov:Holl (30);- 
Dacelo gigantia (31);- 
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Dicrurus Balicassius (32);- Elanus scriptus (33);- Colluricincla Selbii (34);- Cracticus (35);- Malurus Lamberti (36);- Melop- 
sittacus undulatus (37);- Bemicla jubata (38);- Malurus melanocephala and cyaneus (39);- Anas Novae Holl (40);- Cys- 
ticola ruficeps (41);- Querquedula castanea (42);- Rhipidura motacilloides (43);- Seisura volitans (44);- Cinclorhamphus 
cruralis (45);- Eopsaltria Australis (46);- Microeca macroptera (47);- Astur approximans (48);- Pomatorhinus (49);- 
Climacteris (50);- Cacatua galerita (51);- Trichoglossus Swainsonii (52);- Ptilotis fusca? and penicillata (53);- Tropidorhyn- 
chus corniculatus (54);- Entomyza cyanotis (55);- Myzantha flavigula (56);- Oedicnemus —- (57);- Lobivanellus 
gallinaceus (58);- Erythrogonys cinctus (59);- Ardea, (white) (60);- Pelecanus spectabilis (61);- Biziura lobata (62);- Fulica 
Australis (63);- Cygnus atratus (64);- Podiceps gularis (65);- Phalacrocorax (two species) (66)- Plotus LeVaillantii (67);- and 
others. The doubt respecting the Nidification of Chlamydera (68) is now happily settled from the fact of Mr C. Coxen having 
found a nest last December with three young birds, it was formed of dried sticks thrush-like, and cup form, lined slightly 
with a few feathers and dried grass, and was placed in the small branches of an Acacia overhanging a pool of water. The 
Elanus scriptus appears to be tolerably abundant at times in this district, I shall be able to obtain fine samples of this new 
species. On my Overland route I collected generally; I have a very interesting collection of freshwater fishes and shells. On 
crossing the Plains from Gande ... (69), I met with the Peristera histrionica (70) in prodigious numbers, some few of them 
were breeding, I found several pairs of eggs, laid on the bare ground, under the shade of a clump of grass. 


Yrs very truly John Gilbert 


[Postscript] Dear Gould 

It is useless to begin with excuses about long silences — I can only say, that had 1 any good news to send you [I ] should 
have written long ago. 



•Y'/ 





Photograph of the start of letter Ho. 7 from John Gilbert to John Gould. Notice that the script is easily read, although the modern conven¬ 
tion of underlining scientific names is not used. 
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SCIENTIFIC REPORT — continued 


Notes: 

(1) =Northiella haematogaster (Gould), Blue Bonnet Parrot. 

(2) This was the first description of Psephotuspulcherrimus (Gould), the 
Paradise Parrot, which is now believed to be extinct. Although Gilbert writes 
“all the specimens I have killed" 1 can find only one still in existence with a 
label in Gilbert’s hand that predates this letter. It is in Merseyside County 
Museums, Lord Derby’s collection D. 789a and is a male collected on 17th 
May 1844 at the Condamine River, Darling Downs, now Queensland. The 
Museum holds another specimen, D.789b, from Oakey Creek, but this was 
collected on 13th July 1844, after Gilbert’s letter was sent. As Gould (1845) 
copied the type description almost word for word from this letter and had 
so obviously not yet seen a specimen himself, D.789a is a syntype. The 
specimen in the Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, selected by 
Witmer Stone as the type (Meyer de Schauensee 1957) has no Gilbert label 
or date and therefore cannot be proved to have any type significance. 

(3) = Grallina cyanoleuca (Latham), Mudlark. (4) = Artamus cyan- 
opterus (Latham), Dusky Wood Swallow, (5) =Oreoica gutturalis (Vigors 
and Horsfield), Crested Bellbird. (6) = Hirundo tahitica Gmelin, Welcome 
Swallow. (7) = Petrochelidon nigricans (Vieillot), Tree Martin. (8) = Halias- 
tur sphenurus (Vieillot), Whistling Kite. (9) = Haliaeetus leucogaster 
(Gmelin), White-breasted Sea Eagle. (10) = Lophoictinia isura (Gould), 
Square-tailed Kite. (11) =Falco longipennis Swainson, Little Falcon. (12) 
= Accipiter cirrhocephalus (Vieillot), Collared Sparrowhawk. (13)= Aquila 
audax (Latham), Wedge-tailed Eagle. (14) = Falco peregrinus Tunstall, 
Peregrine Falcon. (15) = Ceyxazureus (Latham), Azure Kingfisher. (16) = 
Synoicus ypsilophorus (Bose), Brown Quail. (17) = Anthus novaeseelan- 
diae (Gmelin), Richard’s Pipit. (18) = Geopelia cuneata (Latham), 
Diamond Dove. (19) =Petrophassa scripta (Temminck), Squatter Pigeon. 
(20) =Aegotheles cristatus (J. White), Owlet-Nightjar. (21) = Ardea 
pacifica Latham, White-necked Heron. (22) = Grus antigone (Linnaeus), 
Sarus Crane. (23) =Ardeotis australis (J. E. Gray), Australian Bustard. (24) 
= Petroica cucullata (Latham), Hooded Robin. (25) = Petroica goodenovii 
(Vigors and Horsfield), Red-capped Robin. (26) = Coracina papuensis 
(Gmelin), Little Cuckoo-shrike. (27) = Platycercus eximius (Shaw), East¬ 


ern Rosella. (28) = Platycercus adscitus (Latham), Pale headed Rosella. 
(29) = Tyto novaehollandiae (Stephens) Masked Owl. (30) = Accipiter 
novaehollandiae (Gmelin), White Goshawk. (31) = Dacelo gigas (Bod- 
daert), Laughing Kookaburra. (32) = Dicrurus hottentottus (Linnaeus), 
Spangled Drongo (33) = Elanus scriptus Gould, Letter-winged Kite. (34) 
= Colluricincla harmonica (Latham), Grey Shrike Thrush. (35) = Butcher¬ 
birds. (36) = Malurus lamberti Vigors and Horsfield, Variegated Wren. (37) 
= Melopsittacus undulatus (Shaw), Budgerigar. (38) = Chenonetta jubata 
(Latham), Australian Wood Duck. (39) = Malurus melanocephalus 
(Latham), Red-backed Wren and Ma/urus cyaneus (Latham), Superb Blue 
Wren. (40) = Cereopsis novaehollandiae Latham, Cape Barren Goose. 

(41) = Cisticola exilis (Vigors and Horsfield), Golden-headed Cisticola. 

(42) = Anas castanea (Eyton), Chestnut Teal. (43) = Rhipidura leucophrys 
(Latham), Willie Wagtail. (44) = Seisura inquieta (Latham), Restless 
Flycatcher. (45) = Cinclorhamphus cruralis (Vigors and Horsfield), Brown 
Songlark. (46) = Eopsaltria australis (White), Eastern Yellow Robin. (47) = 
Microeca leucophaea (Latham), Jacky Winter. (48) = Accipiter fasciatus 
(Vigors and Horsfield), Australian Goshawk. (49) = Pomatostomus, 
Babblers. (50) = Treecreepers. (51) = Cacatua galerita (Latham), 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo. (52) = Trichoglossus haematodus (Lin¬ 
naeus), Rainbow Lorikeet. (53) = Meliphaga fusca Gould, Fuscous Honey- 
eater and Meliphaga penicillata Gould, White-plumed Honeyeater. (54) = 
Philemon corniculatus (Latham), Noisy Friarbird. (55) = Entomyzon 
cyanotis (Latham), Blue-faced Honeyeater. (56) = Manorhina flavigula 
(Gould), White-rumped Miner. (57) = Burhinus, Stone Curlew. (58) = 
Vanellus novaehollandiae Stephens, Southern Masked Plover. (59) = Eryt- 
hrogonys cinctus Gould, Red-kneed Dotterel. (60) = Egret. (61) = 
Pelecanus conspicillatus Temminck, Australian Pelican. (62) = Biziura 
lobata (Shaw), Musk Duck. (63) = Fulica atra Linnaeus, Coot. (64) = Cyg- 
nus atratus (Latham), Black Swan. (65) = Podiceps novaehollandiae 
Stephens, Australian Dabchick. (66) = Cormorants. (67) = Anhinga 
melanogasterPe nnant, Darter. (68) = Bowerbirds. 

(69) . Derby appears to have deliberately omitted a section of Gilbert’s 
letter at this point. 

(70) . = Phaps histrionica (Gould), Flock Pigeon. 
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